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TREASURER’S ADVANCE AUTHORISATION BILL 2020 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), read 
a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [9.25 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
This bill seeks to increase the Treasurer’s advance limit for the current financial year to $1.658 billion, an increase 
of $1 billion on the currently approved limit. This will provide the government with immediate additional capacity 
to draw from the consolidated account to fund measures to support the COVID-19 response. This may include 
further economic stimulus measures and expenditure on crucial health and other frontline services that may be 
required in the final months of 2019–20. The Treasurer’s advance provides the ability to approve additional 
spending, on top of the state budget appropriation, for unforeseen and/or extraordinary events during the financial 
year. The annual Treasurer’s advance limit is set automatically by the Financial Management Act 2006, and is 
calculated as three per cent of the amount appropriated in the previous financial year. For 2019–20, the Treasurer’s 
advance limit is $658.5 million, which is three per cent of the total $21.9 billion appropriated by the appropriation 
bills for the 2018–19 budget. Under the FMA, if this automatic limit proves insufficient, parliamentary approval for 
an increased limit must be sought by way of a Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill. This bill is another illustration 
of the extraordinary measures required to combat the impact of COVID-19 on the Western Australian community 
and economy. The proposed increase in the Treasurer’s advance limit will provide the government with the ability 
to respond to the most immediate and pressing challenges posed by the virus, and will support service provision and 
measures to provide relief to households and businesses in the last three months of the year. 
Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does this 
bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 
I commend the bill to the house and I table the explanatory memorandum. 
[See paper 3749.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Made Order of the Day — Motion 
On motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), resolved — 

That the second reading of this bill be made an order of the day for the next sitting of the house. 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013749c5fcbf9edf6ebf0764825853d00009ed3/$file/tp-3749.pdf
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